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President	  of	  Honduras	  Promotes	  “Utopian	  Vision”	  Based	  on	  
Violent	  Land	  Grabbing	  at	  San	  Francisco	  Event	  

	  
Galvanize,	  44	  Tehama	  Street,	  San	  Francisco,	  6	  PM	  

	  
	  
OAKLAND,	  Calif.,	   June	  6,	  2015	  –	  Abel	  Diaz,	  Chief	  of	  Staff	  of	  Honduran	  president	  Juan	  Orlando	  
Hernandez	   will	   appear	   in	   San	   Francisco	   on	   June	   8,	   2015.	   Diaz	   will	   be	   promoting	   President	  
Hernandez’s	   anti-‐democratic	   vision	   of	   “Charter	   Cities.”	   These	   are	   areas	   within	   Honduran	  
territory	   where	   Honduran	   law	   does	   not	   apply,	   which	   are	   instead	   governed	   by	   foreign	  
governments	  and	  corporations.	  	  
	  
Bay	  Area	  residents	  will	  turn	  out	  to	  protest	  this	  assault	  on	  Honduran	  sovereignty,	  and	  the	  context	  
in	  which	   the	   Charter	   Cities	   are	   being	   proposed.	   That	   is	   government	   repression,	   violence,	   and	  
impunity,	  backed	  by	  strong	  US	  political	  and	  financial	  support.	  	  
	  
In	  2011,	  the	  Honduran	  Congress	  approved	  legislation	  allowing	  for	  the	  creation	  of	  Charter	  Cities,	  
also	  known	  as	  Model	  Cities,	  but	  two	  months	  later,	  four	  of	  the	  five	  Supreme	  Court	  judges	  found	  
the	  law	  to	  be	  unconstitutional.	  Later	  that	  year,	  in	  what	  was	  termed	  a	  “technical	  coup,”	  those	  four	  
judges	  were	   forced	  out	  by	   the	  Honduran	  Congress	   and	   replaced	  with	   judges	  who	   support	   the	  
project.	  While	  an	  affront	  to	  the	  rule	  of	  law,	  this	  came	  as	  no	  surprise	  in	  a	  country	  still	  reeling	  from	  
a	  2009	  US-‐supported	  military	  coup.	  	  
	  
New	   legislation	  was	   passed	   in	   2013	   rebranding	  Charter	   Cities	   as	   “Zones	   for	   Employment	   and	  
Economic	  Development”	  (ZEDEs).	  ZEDEs	  are	   investor-‐friendly	  enclaves	  governed	  by	  their	  own	  
judiciaries,	   laws	  and	  security	  apparatus.	  They	  allow	  corporations	   to	  circumvent	   local	  business	  
regulations,	   write	   their	   own	   laws,	   and	   create	   their	   own	   private	   police	   force.	   They	   bypass	  
accountability	   to	   the	   Honduran	   people,	   grab	   land	   that	   sustains	   local	   people,	   and	   enforce	  
arbitrary	  laws	  with	  private	  security.	  	  
	  
The	   coastal	   communities	   whose	   lands	   are	   targeted	   for	   ZEDE	   development,	   some	   of	   them	  
indigenous	  Garifuna,	   are	   already	  under	   siege	   from	   the	   repression	   and	   violence.	  Honduras	  has	  
the	   highest	  murder	   rate	   in	   the	  world,	   and	   is	   one	   of	   the	  most	   dangerous	   countries	   for	   human	  
rights	   and	   environmental	   defenders,	   lawyers,	   and	   journalists.	   In	   2014,	   12	   environmental	  
activists	   were	   murdered.	   More	   than	   34	   journalists	   have	   been	   killed	   since	   2009.	   Since	   the	  
impunity	  rate	  is	  over	  90%,	  very	  few	  of	  these	  violent	  deaths	  are	  investigated,	  let	  alone	  brought	  to	  
trial.	  	  
	  
The	   coastal	   communities	   have	   also	   been	   subject	   to	   theft	   of	   their	   lands	   for	   tourism,	   resource	  
extraction,	   and	   narcotrafficking.	   The	   corporate	   cities	   represent	   another	   threat	   to	   their	  
territories.	   Yet	   the	   communities	   will	   be	   defenseless	   before	   the	   legally	   autonomous,	  
unaccountable	  Charter	  Cities.	  	  



	  
The	   Black	   Fraternal	   Organization	   of	   Honduras	   (OFRANEH),	   a	   Garifuna	   group	   which	   has	   for	  
decades	   opposed	   land	   grabbing	   on	   the	  Northern	   coast,	   said	   in	   a	  May	  28	  declaration,	   “A	   small	  
group	   of	   elite	   businessmen	   and	   politicians	   are	   trying	   to	   auction	   off	   parts	   of	   the	   country	   to	  
foreign	   capital	   in	   order	   to	   create	   islands	   of	   affluence	   surrounded	   by	   a	   sea	   of	   poverty	   and	  
violence.	   Honduras’	   failed	   state	   is	   directly	   related	   to	   the	   actions	   of	   these	   thieves	   who	   are	  
associated	   with	   narcotraffickers	   and	   have	   permitted	   the	   collapse	   of	   our	   legal	   system	   and	  
corruption	  of	  our	  security	  forces.”	  	  	  
	  	  
Charter	   Cities	   violate	   the	   Honduran	   constitution	   and	   Article	   169	   of	   the	   International	   Labor	  
Organization,	   to	  which	   the	  Honduran	   government	   is	   a	   signatory,	   by	   failing	   to	   give	   indigenous	  
communities	   the	   right	   to	   free,	   prior	   and	   informed	   consent	   before	   development	  may	   occur	   on	  
their	   land.	   They	   violate	   democratic	   rights	   to	   participation,	   and	   national	   rights	   to	   sovereignty.	  
Furthermore,	   they	   come	   into	   conflict	  with	   the	   basic	   concept	   of	   property	   -‐	   the	   cornerstone	   of	  
both	  human	  rights	  and	  economic	  growth	  -‐	  even	  for	  the	  most	  strident	  free-‐market	  libertarian.	  
	  
The	  Seasteading	  Institute,	  one	  of	  the	  sponsors	  of	  the	  June	  8	  event,	  has	  expressed	  major	  interest	  
in	   developing	   a	   Charter	   City	   in	  Honduras,	  while	   ignoring	   the	   local	   context	   and	   the	   opposition	  
from	  communities.	  OFRANEH	  says	  that	  the	  “floating	  city”	  that	  Seasteading	  hopes	  to	  construct	  off	  
the	   coast	   would	   allow	   the	   wealthy	   foreign	   residents	   “to	   evade	   laws	   and	   restrictions	   of	   the	  
nation-‐state,	  giving	  way	  to	  a	  micro-‐state	  which	  responds	  to	  the	  economic	  and	  political	  interests	  
of	  the	  elite.”	  	  
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