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Food First, along with many other food and farm justice organizations, protest the unjust issuance of a Temporary Restraining 
Order on June 10, 2021 preventing the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) from implementing a section of the American 
Rescue Plan Act that would provide debt relief for Black and other socially disadvantaged farmers struggling to pay off por-
tions of their loans. Food First stands with Black, Hispanic, Indigenous, Asian, and Pacific Islander farmers. 

This restraining order is an undemocratic action attempting to undermine the authority and mandate of both Congress and the 
USDA to provide for the urgent needs of socially disadvantaged producers. Many small and BIPOC farmers, particularly Black 
farmers, have been unable to benefit from the previous federal aid packages passed by Congress due to biased and discrimina-
tory practices which the funding in the American Rescue Plan seeks to begin addressing. Delaying this critical relief will only 
further inflict harm on these struggling farmers, their families, their communities and the American food system overall.

In many instances, Black and other socially disadvantaged farmers serve as a vital link in providing nutritious food to com-
munities that are consistently ignored and underserved by the mainstream American food industry. When BIPOC farmers 
are at risk, there is a ripple effect that is felt in socially disadvantaged communities all over America. Not only does the judge’s 
restraining order put Black and other socially disadvantaged farmers at risk but it also has the real potential to adversely im-
pact the food security and well-being of millions who are already underserved and left out of the mainstream US food system.

Food First Responds to Unjust Halting of  
Relief for BIPOC Farmers
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The portion of the American Rescue 
Plan under threat reflects  a small, but 
significant step in the right direction in 
providing justice to farmers who have 
long suffered from the United States’ 
systemic and institutional racism. Many 
of these farmers found themselves in 
even worse economic conditions due to 
both the pandemic and decades of ra-
cial discrimination by the USDA.

We both demand the restraining order 
be lifted immediately and support the 
USDA in protecting this critical relief 
aid for struggling farmers of color to 
ensure that we remain on the path to-
wards justice and equity for all farmers 
including BIPOC farmers!

Please visit to learn more: https://www.
ruralco.org/press-releases/2021/6/12/
o rgan i z a t i on s -dep lo re - t empo -
rary-restraining-order-stopping-re-
lief-for-black-indigenous-and-peo-
ple-of-color-farmers-and-ranchers

Moving Beyond the American 
Rescue Plan to Political 
Solutions for Ending Hunger
The American Rescue Plan passed by 
Democrats in March 2020 was a wel-
come reversal of the decades of bipar-
tisan, neoliberal austerity policies. That 
working and poor families were given 
money to ride out the pandemic and 
survive economically was no insig-
nificant feat, helping undoubtedly to 
curb poverty and rising hunger in the 
United States. But it is important to re-
member that these injections of money 
into people’s pockets are only tempo-
rary, while also leaving unchanged the 
structural imbalances of political and 
economic power that undergird pover-
ty and hunger.

We have already seen the limitations of 
stimulus spending making it to some of 
the poorest and desperate people.  We 
have also seen potential, sea-changing 
reforms come up against entrenched, 
powerful interests like low-wage in-
dustries and the extremely wealthy. 
Perhaps half of the poorest families 

who do not file taxes will miss out on 
tax credits that were said to potentially 
cut child poverty in half. In states con-
trolled by the GOP, federal unemploy-
ment benefits will be cut off in order 
to force workers back into low-paying, 
dangerous jobs.  Low-wage industries, 
especially the powerful corporate food 
sector, have successfully used their in-
fluence and power to help prevent a 
$15 minimum wage from being passed. 
The Protecting the Right to Organize 
Act (PRO Act), which would be the 
most significant pro-union reform in 
decades, and would make organizing a 
union that can bargain for higher wag-
es easier, remains stalled. Undoubtedly, 
the anti-democratic nature of the US 
Senate is making it incredibly difficult 
to pass these reforms, but blame also 
must be laid at the hands of certain 
Democrats unwilling to bypass the fili-
buster in order to pass legislation with a 
simple majority. 

While many have rightfully celebrated 
the ouster of Donald Trump and the 
robust fiscal measures taken by Biden’s 
administration, we need far much, 
much more. If we are unable to pass 
structural changes like higher taxes on 
the wealthy, the PRO Act, a $15 mini-
mum wage, Green New Deal measures, 
and expanded voting rights protections, 
we will not see any changes in how 
power and resources are distributed 
throughout society. It is precisely these 
types of political changes that will be 
necessary to fight entrenched economic 
concentration which leads to inequality 
and poverty, leaving millions of people 
hungry in the world’s wealthiest nation. 
Food First will continue to monitor the 
political developments, develop anal-
ysis and promote the types of politics 
and policies that can radically change 
the injustice of hunger, poverty, and in-
equailty in the United States.

Powerful Photo Essay Offers 
Glimpse into Lives and Labor of 
Filipino Fishing Communities 
David Bacon has published a stunning 
photo essay with Food First, sharing 
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the stories of Filipino fisherfolk work-
ing in the Bohol sea.

Fishing is an integral part of the nation’s 
social and cultural fabric, and remains 
the number one source of protein for 
people in the island nation. In the 
Philippines, where there are over 7,600 
islands, more than a million Filipinos 
make their living from fishing, and until 
recently, also farmed the land as well. 

But as David’s piece reveals, fishing for 
a living is becoming incredibly diffi-
cult. Many of the bigger fish swim in 
ecologically protected waters to evade 
the fisherfolk, leaving only the smallest 
fish available to catch. But the biggest 
issues facing small fisherfolk like those 
portrayed in the essay has been the ex-
pansion of fish commercialization in 
the Philippines. 

Ever since its ratification of the inter-
national Law of the Sea Treaty in 1978, 
the Philippine government has had to 
commercialize its water and open it up 
to industrial fishing in order to main-
tain its jurisdiction over its seas. The 
commercialization led to substantial 
foreign investment, creating much 
larger fishing operations, causing the 
fish stock to plummet. The decrease 
in large fish drove the government to 
respond by creating no-fish zones. But 

small fisherfolk and their interests suf-
fered greatly due to these measures. 
Their old fishing grounds were walled 
off, making it challenging to compete 
economically with the well-financed, 
larger fishing operations. Now, the only 
way to make a decent catch is for small-
er fisherfolk to go much further out to 
sea, making their part-time farming no 
longer possible due to lack of time. 

This story reflects how small fisherfolk, 
like small farmers across the world, are 
living more precariously in the face 
of increasing commercialization and 
marketization which favor much more 
economically and politically powerful 
corporate operations. 

To read and view the full photo essay, 
please visit: https://foodfirst.org/fish-
ing-in-the-bohol-sea/

Food First Supports National 
and Local Allies in Campaigns 
for Food Justice
For months now, a coalition of or-
ganizations called the Food Justice 
Coalition have campaigned against 
the University of Florida’s food service 
contract with the company, Aramark. 
Campaigners both from Florida and 
nationally have been working to pres-

sure the University to sever its contract 
with the company due to the compa-
ny’s use of prison labor, as well as its 
notoriety for violating labor laws and 
paying low wages. The University has 
a chance to renew or cancel the con-
tract with Aramark in the next year, 
and discussion over possible require-
ments for the future contract are un-
derway. Concurrently, the Food Justice 
Coalition has attempted to use protests, 
boycotts, occupations, and lobbying to 
ensure a fairer food service contract for 
the future. At the end of May 2021, 
Food First supported a week-long 
campaign with social media messaging 
to demand the University of Florida 
end this unjust contract with Aramark.

Small Farmers Need the Relief 
for America’s Small Farmers Act 
(RASFA)
In the summer of 2020, the National 
Family Farm Coalition, RAFI-USA, 
Farm Aid, and a number of our allies 
supported the Relief for America’s Small 
Farmers Act (RASFA), an important 
policy  that would support small-scale 
farmers and ranchers through these 
challenging times. Due to the advoca-
cy of so many farmers, advocates, and 
allies, the bill has gained significant 
support both inside and outside of 
Congress.

While there has been significant gov-
ernmental support for agriculture 
during the pandemic, small farmers 
have received very little federal sup-
port. Many small farmers who have 
been reeling from decades of corpo-
rate concentrations of the food system 
and unfair pricing for their agricultur-
al goods are still feeling the shocks of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Farm bankruptcies are at their highest 
in the last eight years, and net farm 
income has dropped by nearly half 
since 2013. Farmers have an overall 
debt of $425 billion, according to 
USDA’s Economic Research Service. 
Not only has this led to an average 
of 12,000 farmers per year leaving 
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farming between the years of 2011 and 
2018, but it is also causing significant 
mental strain and is playing a role in 
the increase in farmer suicides. 

The RASFA Bill would provide direct 
relief in the form of debt forgiveness up 
to $250,000  to struggling small farm-
ers. Around 20% of beginning and dis-
advantaged small farmers would be el-
igible for the relief support, while also 
allowing for farmers who have been 
forced to miss growing seasons over 
the past five years to be eligible as well. 
While this legislation is only tempo-
rary and will by no means solve many 
of the problems facing small farmers, 
this one-time debt-relief payment will 
help ease their struggles and potential-
ly get them back on their feet. 

Food First supports the RAFSA and 
will continue to share news on its prog-
ress in the coming months. 

Taking a Look at Food 
Sovereignty in the USA
At its core, food sovereignty is about 
the democratic control over food and 

agricultural systems. It is about resist-
ing corporate domination of a food 
system that treats profits more impor-
tantly than people’s needs. But food 
sovereignty does take on different 
meanings, forms, and practices based 
on history, context, and geographical 
area. 

The US Food Sovereignty Alliance 
(USFSA) is a coalition, co-founded 
by Food First, that seeks to strength-
en solidarity and cooperation among 
working class people, peasants, and 
Indigenous communities fighting to 
democratize society, scale agroecology, 
and re-localize food systems.

The Narrative Strategy Collective of 
the USFSA recently released Food 
Sovereignty Stories, a film series docu-
menting the many faces of food sover-
eignty across the United States.  With 
footage mostly recorded in October 
2018 during the IV National Assembly 
of the USFSA, the series depicts sto-
ries of initiatives, actions, and world-
views, spanning from small and medi-
um-scale farmers, farmworkers, food 
chain workers, fisherfolk, hunter-gath-

erers, grassroots organizations, and 
other non-profit organizations.

To read the full report, please visit: 
http://usfoodsovereigntyalliance.org/
food-sovereignty-in-the-usa-a-collec-
tion-of-stories/
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Your donation makes it possible for us to develop the type 
of analysis that supports progressive movements’ strategies 
for building power. Because of you, Food First is continuing 
to provide free, online resources to support the solutions 
and alternatives people need to end the injustices that cause 
hunger. With your loyal support, we look forward to an 
exciting year for Food First.

HOW YOU CAN CONTINUE SUPPORTING 
FOOD FIRST
Keep up-to-date on your annual membership. If you’re due 
for a renewal, you will have received a letter in the mail in 
May. You can also renew online at www.foodfirst.org/renew. 

Become a monthly Sustainer. For as little as $3/month, you 
can help us navigate this crisis and plan ahead at www.food-
first.org/sustainer. 

Name Food First in your will or donate a part of your re-
tirement plan. Leave a living legacy for future generations to 
benefit from Food First’s research and action at www.food-
first.org/livinglegacy. 

Give stock. It’s tax-smart and keeps us running. Give at  
www.foodfirst.org/stock. 

Photo courtesy by Detroit Black Community Food 
Security Network
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